
Part VI 
Graphic Novels in the Classroom 
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From the Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL): 

 “Comic books and graphic novels are 
becoming two of the most pervasive and 
influential media forms of popular culture. 
Placed within the context of changing society, 
comic books and graphic novels entertain and 
educate, but they have also been 
instrumental in documenting and 
interpreting social, historical, and current 
events.” 
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“interpreting social, historical, and current events...” 

One of the most thought-provoking Graphic Novels to make 
it onto the YALSA recommendation list:   

The 9/11 Report: A Graphic Adaptation 
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Hurricane Katrina… 
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Historical Events… 

Frank Miller’s graphic novel, 
300, about the Spartan prelude 
to the famous battle of 
Thermopylae.... Consider 
using not only in world lit 
classes, but also in western 
civilizations courses. 
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Other Historical Offerings… 
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Graphic Novels as Companion Lit. 

 Many Graphic Novels that help students to 
“interpret social, historical, or current events” 
also can serve as preludes or companion texts 
to some of the core literature we teach. 
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 Consider using the Graphic Novel Pyongyang as a prelude or companion  to 
Orwell’s 1984.   Pyongyang focuses on Guy Delisle’s travels to the totalitarian 
state of North Korea to oversee his company’s business interests there.  What he 
finds could be classified as an Orwellian nightmare. 

Graphic Novels as Companions to Core 
Literature 
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The Graphic Novel, 
Persepolis, is a memoir 
of the author’s girlhood 
in Iran during the time of 
the revolution.  The 
reader is witness to the 
growing oppression as 
the totalitarian 
fundamentalist regime 
takes control.  Compare 
to novels such as Kite 
Runner, while fiction, 
discusses the rise of the 
Taliban in Afghanistan. 

Graphic Novels as Companions to Core 
Literature 
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 Art Speigelman’s haunting memoir recounts his 
father’s survival of the holocaust.  The story also 
explores the complex relationship between father 
and son, as the son attempts to come to terms with 
both his father’s shortcomings and traumatic past. 

Graphic Novels as Companions to Core 
Literature 

Consider using with: 

• Night, by Elie Wiesel 

• Diary of a Young Girl,   
by Anne Frank 

• The Cage,  by Ruth 
Minsky Sender 

• Five Chimneys, by 
Olga Lengyel 10 



Graphic Novels as a Prelude (or 
Postlude)… 

The graphic novel, Capote 
In Kansas, gives a 
fictionalized account of 
Capote's time in Kansas 
researching the Clutter 
family murders for his 
groundbreaking In Cold 
Blood. Use as a prelude (or 
postlude) to a study of 
Capote’s famous novel that 
reinvented the non-fiction 
genre.  
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Graphic Novels as a 
Prelude… 

Based on a true story, Pride of 
Baghdad reveals the story of 
four lions that escape from the 
Baghdad Zoo, destroyed by 
bombings.  A brief tale that 
explores the meaning and cost 
of freedom, use as a prelude to 
more substantial texts such as 
“Baghdad Burning:  Girl Blog 
from Iraq”. 
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Some of our popular literature is 
being recast… 
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Ender’s Game… 
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Fahrenheit 451 
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Artemis Fowl… 
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Discuss with a partner… 

Why might you use a graphic novel before a core text? 

Why might you use a graphic novel simultaneously with a core 
text? 

Why/when might you use a graphic novel after a core text? 

Why/when might you use a graphic novel as a core text? 
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Remember these? “Classics Illustrated” 
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Today’s Classics Illustrated… 
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More Shakespeare… 
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        Macbeth  
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Graphic Interpretations 
• Use before reading core literature 

• Build background knowledge 

• Familiarity with characters and settings 

• Introduce and contextualize important 
vocabulary 

• Compare/contrast visual interpretations 
with text passages – how much of the 
text is represented visually?  How much 
remains as text? 22 abetts@socal.rr.com 



Graphic Novels to support 
comprehension of core literature 

A faithful adaptation of Franz Kafka’s well-
known short story, the graphic novel The 
Metamorphosis can give your students the 
visual support they may need to understand this 
abstract tale of transformation. 

Consider using the Graphic novel version first, 
and then comparing Kuper’s interpretation to 
the actual text written by Kafka.  What is left 
out?  What is retained?  How much of the 
actual text is represented in the visuals? 
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Anne Frank 
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And of course… 
• Modern Mythology 

• Hero’s Journey  

• study of Archetypes 

• Thematic exploration of 
moral dilemmas 

• Visual representations of 
literary elements 
(foreshadowing, 
suspense, rising action, 
falling action, etc) 
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